What About

Socialization?

espite the
name, home-
schooling is
not limited to
cloistered study around the
kitchen table. Home-
schoolers make good use
of the wealth of resources
available in Massachusetts
and beyond. As a group,
homeschoolers are civic
minded and many
volunteer for community
organizations, as well as
becoming involved with
sports leagues, arts
groups, nature centers,
and museums. Engage-
ment with the world allows
development of relation-
ships with adults and
peers, making it
common for home-
schoolers to have
friends of various ages.
Homeschool network-
ing offers opportunities
to meet other children
and enjoy group activities

and classes.
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Many homeschoolers find they
have to cut back on their social
schedule to have time at home!

Pictures | to r, from top: Dancing around the Maypole;

Science Fair exhibit; backstage at the ballet; rising to a
balancing challenge on a ropes course; discussing the
reading in book group; a visit to the State House.

What About A partial list of MA
2 colleges that have
College ‘ accepted MA
homeschoolers

omeschooled students are

welcomed at insfitutions of higher ~ *Amherst College

. e Berkl Il f Musi
learning throughout the country, erklee College of Music

« Boston College

ranging from local communit
g'ng Y e Boston University

colleges to vy League universities. Academic « Brandeis University

readiness is determined by a homeschool « Emerson College

transcript, as well as any standardized testing » Hampshire College

that may be required for admission. » Harvard University
e Mass. College of Art

o Massachusetts Institute

Massachusetts Homeschool

. . of Technology
Guidelines * Mount Holyoke College
Oversight of home education is a local function in « Northeastern University
Massachusetts. Because there are nearly as many » Olin College
ways to homeschool as there are homeschooling « Simmons College
families, local oversight enables school authorities to « Smith College
exercise discretion and flexibility in evaluating home « Tufts University
education plans and student progress. In using their « University of
oversight function, school authorities may ask for Massachusetts
certain types of information, but they must remember » Wellesley College
the limits established by the Charles decision (1987) to « Worcester Polytechnic
protect parents’ rights in determining how Institute

their children will be educated. In the
Charles case, the Supreme Judicial Court
of Massachusetts upheld the compulsory
attendance statute, General Laws Chap-
ter 76 Section 1, while balancing two
basic tenets—the constitutional right of
parents to homeschool and the state’s

interest in the education of its citizenry.




Why Homeschool? About AHEM Meet

The U.S. Depcrtment of Education Advocates for Home Education in CISSCIChuseH'S

estimates that there are 1.7 million Massachusetts, Inc. (AHEM) is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit, independent, grassroots,

Homeschoolers

homeschoolers in the United States as . >
volunteer-run, educational organization that

of 2016, making it an important

gathers and disseminates information about

educational option for families. homeschooling in Massachusetts through
Families education, advocacy, and events. AHEM
choose to representatives are available anytime to
h hool answer questions about homeschooling.
Homeschooling is omescnoo Please feel free to contact us. We welcome
being adopted by for many the opportunity to get to know each other
LA different better.
families than ever reasons:
before. educahoncl, Advocates for Home Education in
religious, or Massachusetts
simol PO Box 1307
pPlY Arlington, MA 02474
because they enjoy being with their 781 - 641 - 0566
. . info@ AHEM.info
children. The homeschooling o AHEM info

population is comprised of traditional
and non-traditional families from
various races, ethnicities, faiths,
philosophies, and lifestyles. Each
family is unique, each child is unique.
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